
Question: Recently I heard that there are growing concerns about the use of “sharrow” (share 
the right-of-way) pavement markings. 
 
Response: No -- this is actually about signage.  The national consensus is moving quickly away from 
"share the road" signs and towards "bikes may use full lane" or bikes in lane -- change lanes to pass" 
signs.  These are more likely to be appropriate on rural roads where bike lanes are not practical but bike 
travel is common. 
 
"Share the Road" signs are misread:   Recent research has shown that motorists and bicyclists tend to 
interpret the signs very differently.  A new study out of North Carolina highlighting differing 
perceptions of Share the Road signs vs. Bicycle May Use Full Lane signs among people driving and 
riding bikes, and how that relates to their understanding of the law. Delaware has officially 
discontinued use of Share The Road. In Massachusetts, they go a step further, using "Bicycles in Lane. 
Change Lanes to Pass." 
 
Here's the blog post:  http://www.bikede.org/2015/08/29/share-the-road-is-a-problem/ 
 
Here's a link to the full study:  http://journals.plos.org/plosone/article?id=10.1371/journal.pone.0136973 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

Based on recent research, some 
states have discontinued usage of 

“Share the Road” signs 
 

“Change Lanes to Pass” signs are 
being used instead of “Share the 

Road” signs 
 



Share the Road Pavement Markings 
 
 

 
 

Sharrows 
 
Sharrows are for villages/cities/neighborhoods, but only in very specific circumstances.  They tend to be 
overused, in that many communities tend to add sharrows to a street where bicycle facilities are desired 
but there is not the space or the money (or more to the point, the political will) to do something 
better.  Sharrows should be used only in specific circumstances, such as: 

 Low-volume, low-speed streets where bicycle travel is prioritized 
 In the downhill lane of a steeply inclined street, where there is room only for one bike lane (and 

a lane is included on the uphill side of the street) 
 For very short gaps in bike lanes, where current conditions allow for dedicated facilities for most 

of a corridor but not the entire length (note that this is intended as a temporary fix, not a 
permanent solution) 

Jason Van Driesche 
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Note from Susan Shashok of the Bike Ordinance Working Group: “current Sharrow street markings in 
Middlebury are supported as appropriately placed by the Bike Ordinance Working Group. The BOWG will 
discuss the possibility of recommending different signage.”  
 
 
 
 

 


